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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

Claims 4 and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to 
comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter 
which was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to 
one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, 
had possession of the claimed invention. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-2, 7, 8-9, 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Masuda (US Pub. 2004/0168172). 

As to claim 1 , referring to Fig. 1 , Masuda disclosed a work space control 
apparatus having the claimed limitations, comprising RFID tag 3 (i.e. sensor) carried by 
the user P1 (i.e. first person) and RFID tag reader 4 for recognizing the user P and 
detecting the existence of the user P in the work space (i.e. location) concerned. RFID 
tag reader 4 is connected to the context detection server 5 connected to the network 1 
(i.e. communication means). When ID tag 3 of the user P is detected, the context 
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detection server 5 notifies the individual activity history server 2 of the information such 
as the place and time of the detected user via the network 1 according to the ID 
information. (110068). In the work spaces, there are provided a video camera 7, 
microphone 8 and speaker 9 to capture the collaborative activity such as a conference 
held at the place. Images and voices captured by these devices are sent to the server 
10 for capture (i.e. context log) having a function of saving and controlling the activity 
history with respect to the capture 0[0070). When an activity event conducted by an 
object in a work space is detected, the detected activity event is saved for each object 
of the activity event in relation to the time and place of the activity, and the thus saved 
activity event (i.e. first context graph) is displayed by the display of the object (U0015, 
line 1-6). The individual user P2 (i.e. second person) uses a portable type computer 15 
for displaying an overview which has a function of displaying the activity history relating 
to the activity of each user on the image plane and also has a function of starting a 
function which is made to correspond when access is made to an object or when the 
contexts are detected (U0073). 

As to claim 2, all the claimed subject matter has been discussed except the first 
context graph is displayed adjacent to the second context graph. Referring to Fig. 18, 
Masuda disclosed several activity events are displayed from the distant side of the 
viewer to the close side of the viewer in a time series (i.e. displayed adjacent to each 
other). In FIG. 18, reference numeral 184 is an activity event, several activity events 
are displayed in a time series 0101 26, line 2-7). 
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As to claim 7, Masuda further disclosed an activity event (a change in a position 
of a user in a room, a document or operation of software and so forth) of each object in 
a common work space in an actual world is detected, and the thus detected activity 
event in the common work space is saved in the context prepared corresponding to the 
object while the activity event can be referred from the other objects, and a relation of 
various object groups (i.e. catalogue), which is acquired by tracing the saved activity 
events, can be displayed 010025). 

As to claim 8, the claim is interpreted and rejected as claim 1 . 

As to claim 9, the claim is interpreted and rejected as claim 2. 

As to claim 14, the claim is interpreted and rejected as claim 7. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 3, 5-6, 10, 12-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Masuda in view of Galvin et al (US Pub. 20050138108). 

As to claim 3, Masuda did not disclose receiving information about restrictions of 
accessibility of the first user respect to the second person. However, it is well known in 
the art to provide information about restrictions of accessibility of a user to other users 
so that other users would know when is proper to contact the first user. Galvin et al 
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teach a system fro an awareness service wherein one or more collaborative contexts 
can be set for a first user within a set of users. One or more subsets of users can be 
defined within the set of users corresponding to the one or more collaborative contexts, 
respectively. Furthermore, a level of availability (or restriction) can be defined for the 
first user with respect to each of the subset of users. Next, an online status can be 
published on the awareness service for the first user. The online status can display an 
availability message to a second user (^[0009, line 2-11). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skills in the art at the time of the invention to provide 
information about restrictions of accessibility of a user to other users in Masuda's 
apparatus so that other users would know when is proper to contact the first user. 

As to claim 5, clearly the availability (or restriction) of Galvin is for a time period, 
such as "Away from desk" message in Fig. 1 . 

As to claim 6, since Galvin's system is for multi-users, different users could set 
their own availability including reciprocal time periods. 

As to claim 10, the claim is interpreted and rejected as claim 3. 

As to claim 12, the claim is interpreted and rejected as claim 5. 

As to claim 13, the claim is interpreted and rejected as claim 6. 

Provisional Double Patenting 

Claims 1, 7, 8 and 17 are provisionally rejected on the ground of nonstatutory 
obviousness-type double patenting as being unpatentable over claim 1, 4, 5 and 8 of 
copending Application No. 10583663. Although the conflicting claims are not identical, 
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they are not patentably distinct from each other because independent claims 1 and 5 of 
'663 claim all the limitations of claims 1 and 8 respectively, while dependent claims 7 
and 14 are identical to claims 4 and 8 of '663 respectively. 

This is a provisional obviousness-type double patenting rejection because the 
conflicting claims have not in fact been patented. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hongmin Fan whose telephone number is 571-272- 
2784. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 8:00 am - 4:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeffery Hofsass can be reached on 571-272-2981 . The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2612 



